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Council held; choice of a Vizier; ceremony 
of the Scales. 


FN the time of the Fairies, Moham- 
med, Sultan of the Indies, having 
loſt his Vizier, the point was to chooſe 
him a ſucceſſor. It was not however an 
eaſy matter to find one equal to Mefſ- 
rour (that was the name of the late 
Vizier) who after having deſtroyed Soly- 
B man, 


| 
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man, and all the royal family except 
one male infant in the cradle, had (be- 
ing an artful villain) raiſed Mohammed 
to the throne, and under this phantom 
of a king, reigned himſelf, and governed 


with great ability. 


Two candidates aſpired to Meſrour's 
poſt; one named Zinehi, the other 


| Achmet, 


Zinchi was a grave perſonage, whoſe 
very little head was buried in an enor- 
mous turban, He poſſeſſed ſovereignly 
all the exterior ſagacity of the miniſterial 
phyz, had a dry air, and talked only in 


monoſyllables; but did not abſolutely 


want for capacity, 


- Achmet ' 
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Achmet was a diminutive figure; and 
with the utmoſt gaiety wore on his 
ſhoulders one of the largeſt humps in 
the kingdom: he had a ſerene counte- 
nance, a ſmile about his mouth, and to 
him was attributed the ſupreme merit 
of having invented the great art of ban- 
tering. As to affairs of ſtate, they had 
never uſurped on his chearfulneſs: it 
was always with ſome merry jeſt that 
he would ruin you a province, The 
Divan declares in favor of Zinehi. 

« Oh, oh,” ſaid Mohammed, . I find 
there is nothing like aſſembling a coun- 
ci! if one wants to have a filly*thing 
done! I do not wonder that the greateſt 
part of princes commit fo many; all 


Sultans are not geniuſes: I do juſtice 
to the gravity of Zinehi and to the vaſt 
B 2 capacity 
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capacity of his Turban in folio: but can 
one imagine there goes no more to the 
making of a miniſter? The capital point 
is that he ſhould have wit: Achmet hag 
always made me laugh, Achmet is my 
man, and Achmet it is I chuſe.“ 


At theſe words the whole Divan cried 
-out © Karamat! Karamat!”* which ſig- 
nifies wonderful! wonderful! not but 
that they thought the choice perfe&ly 
ridiculous: however it was a cuſtom of 
time immemorial at that court to ap- 
plaud all that the Sultan faid or did. 
This cuſtom had its origin from two 
Perſian verſes, of which the ſenſe is, that 

| if 


» The uſual exclamations of the Courtiers at the 
Mogul's court when he ſays the moſt trivial things, 


Bernicr's Memoirs, 
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if the Sultan was to ſay at mid- day, that 
it was midnight, we muſt exclaim, be- 
hold the moon and ſtars.“ 


Mohammed now retired into his ſe- 
raglio, quite elated with his choice, and | 
out of breath with the pains it had coſt 
him to make it. He threw himſelf on 
2 Sopha, and there waited the new Vi- 
1 zier's compliment of thanks. Achmet 
o acquitted himſelf of it ſo drolly, that the 
ſquab, ſhort, thick Sultan fell backwards 
on his Sopha with the violence of laugh- 
ing. 


oy Ge,” ſaid he, „thou art an ad- 
mirable fellow; I could not have made 
B 3 a better 


Bernier quotes the two Perſian verſes. 


6 Tas.» or 407, 


4 better choice; but get a voluminous 
Turban, that you may completely fill 
the character. As for the reſt, take all 
the buſineſs of the ſtate upon yourſelf; 
never trouble me about it, and above 
all things be ſure to make me laugh 


always.“ 


— — a 


After this gracious ſpeech, he held 
out to Achmet the great nail which the 


— ͤ P yoo RC on 


ww r ᷑ a ⁰˙ m 


Sultans of India let grow on the little 
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finger of their left hand. Achmet, over- 
whelmed with this favor, reſpectfully 
kiſſed the ſacred nail, knocked his fore- 
head three times againſt the earth, cut 
three jeſts, and withdrew. 


Achmet, notwithſtanding his merry hu- 
mour, governed harſhly; it often hap- 
pened 
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pened that what had made the Sultan 
and his council laugh, had thrown the 
whole kingdom into tears: this had been 


repreſented to Mohammed. 


« When I laugh,” ſaid he, © ought 
not all the world to laugh too?“ 


« Wonderful! Karamat!” ſaid the 
courtiers. 


Such repeated complaints however came 
to the cars of the Sultan, he was ſo 
fatigued by them, that to put an end t 


to chem, and confound publicly the en 
and ſpite againſt Achmet, e 
he ſuppoſed they were founded, he re- 


ſolved to haſten a ceremony that was 


B 4 performed 
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performed every year.* There was a 
great pair of golden ſcales in which the 
Sultan was weighed ; when, by the aug- 
mentation, or diminution, of his bodily 
weight, they judged of the good or bad 
fortune of the ſtate, Mohammed put 
himſelf into the ſcales, and his weight 
was found to have encreaſed, 


« I knew that my people were happy,” 


ſaid he. I ſwear by my ſacred cor- 
pulency that the firſt man who ſpeaks 
to me of ſtate affairs ſhall be treated as an 
enemy to the public good.” of 


Ah, Karamat! Karamat! was now 
the 


* This cuſtom is obſerved to the preſent day, with 
= ſolemnity. 
Bernier. 
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the cry; and this exclamation run through 
every mouth; the whole court down to. 
the turnſpits repeated with hands up- 
lifted to heaven, Karamat! Karamat! 


The ceremony of the ſcales was fol- 
lowed by a triumphal proceſſion of the 
Sultan through Lahor, the capital of 
his kingdom, with the ſound of tymbals 
and trumpets, ſurrounded with a nume- 
rous guard, preceded and followed by a 
thouſand elephants; himſelf ſeated upon- 
a throne reſplendent with jewels, carried: 
by the great white elephant of ſtate. 


At the head of the cavalcade marched 


two heralds at arms; one of which pro- 
claimed by ſound of trumpet, © That 
all the kings of the earth proſtrate them- 

B 5 | ſelves. 
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felves before the Sultan of the Indies, 
whoſe throne was exalted above all thrones; 
himſelf the mightieſt of the mighty; 
the braveſt of the brave; king of the 
white elephant; ſovereign owner of all 
the riches in the center of the earth; ever 
healthful, ever gay.“ | 


The other herald publiſhed, that this 
auguſt monarch, out of ſpecial love to 
his good people, had admitted an addi- 
tion to his majeſtic plumpneſs. At this 
proclamation numbers who had been 
poſted for that purpoſe, cried out on 
all ſides, Karamat! The little fat Sul- 
tan, all ſwelling with pride, could ſcarce 
keep himſelf on his elephant for joy, 
From the acclamations which he heard, 


he imagined every thing went on as well 
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as could be wiſhed, and himſelf repeat- 
ing Karamat! he gave his great nail to 
be kiſſed to whoever might be ambitious 


of that honor. 


This ceremony was followed by pub. 
uc rejoicings which laſted ſeveral days. 
AY Incenſe was burned in all the pagodas: 
the people were commanded to be merry ; 
| and dancing went round, in which the 
fat of the ſubject needed not to hinder 
1 them from celebrating that of his majeſty 
4 with all poſſible agility, 


CHAP; 
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felves before the Sultan of the J adies, 
whoſe throne was exalted above all thrones: 
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the braveſt of the brave; king of the 
white elephant; ſovereign owner of all 
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healthful, ever gay.“ 
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as could be wiſhed, and himſelf repeat- 
ing Karamat! he gave his great nail to 
be kiſſed to whoever might be ambitious 


of that honor, 


This ceremony was followed by pub. 
lic rejoicings which laſted ſeveral days. 
Incenſe was burned in all the pagodas: 


the people were commanded to be merry; 


and dancing went round, in which the 


fat of the ſubject needed not to hinder 
them from celebrating that of his majeſty 
with all poſſible agility, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP, II. 


Confidence of the Sultan to his head Eunuch. 


Birth of a Prince, 


T his return from the cavalcade 
the Sultan went into his Seraglio. 


© Nobody,” ſaid he to his head Eu- 
nuch, „ knows how hardly 1 earn the 
happineſs of the public, It is true, my 
Seraglio is filled with the moſt beautiful. 
women, my table ſerved with the moſt 
exquiſite dainties, my miniſters jeſts are 
inexhauſtible; 
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inexhauſtible; but notwithſtanding I am 
incapable of enjoying life. This curſed 
fat which I am obliged to augment for 
the benefit of my ſubjects, and for which 
I am forced to praiſe the ſtars, dulls: 
my faculties, and deſtroys all my com- 
fort.” 


This confidence of his corpulent ma- 
jeſty was as profoundly reſpected as is 
that of all other monarchs. It became 
the converſation of the whole court, and 
on it they founded the proverb that 
was ſubſtituted for the one of being 
% as happy as a king” it was the mode 
at that court to fay, “ as dull as a 
King:“ all which however did not pre- 
vent the name of ever-gay to be conti- 


. nyed in the capitulary of his titles. 


To 


— 
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To this uneaſineſs was joined that of 
having no children; not that Mohammed 
himſelf cared mucli about it, but the 
plying him fo frequently with Karamat 
had given him ſo high an idea of the 
ſublimity of his being, that he thought 
himſelf of a ſpecies far ſuperior to the 
reſt of human kind; and this uſurper with- 
out merit, this monarch by the grace of 
the rebel Meſrour, this royal dunce, would 
have feared that the harmony of the 
univerſe muſt be diſturbed. if he had 
not left ſome blockhead of his blood 
to govern Indoſtan after his deceaſe. 
Heaven however did not permit a mis- 
fortune ſo dreadful in his apprehenſions. 
One of his Sultanas preſented him with 
a ſon, whom all the courticrs foreſaw, 


© wy — — 
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in his ſwaddling cloaths, would be the 
wonder of his age. 
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CHAP, III. 


War with Candabar; choice of a general; 


arrival of Selim; events of the campaign. 


in profound peace: Mohammed 


Nept; Achmet reigned;. the ſubjects ſuf-. 
fered. The King of Candahar judging 


the conjuncture favorable, declared war 
againſt the Sultan. Agib, an excellent 


officer, was general of the troops of Can- 


dahar. He entered Induſtan at the head 
of a conſiderable army, Achmet, Grand- 
| Vizier 


—ä— —U— 


BO UT fifteen years had elapſed 


OF ADVERSITY. 17 


Vizier to Mohammed, was not only a 
good buffoon, but a notable politician. 
Nobody at court underſtood better than 
himſelf the making war in the cabinet; 
but as there is no one man can have 
univerſal talents, that of the field was 
above his reach. It was therefore neceſ- 
ſary now to chuſe a general. Achmet 
wanted one dependent and ſubmiſſive. 
He made a choice then, which if it had 
not the approbation of the public, had 
that of the courtiers, and above all that 
of the enemy, 


Zoureddin was the name of the gene- 


ral pitched upon; and as he was making 


his diſpoſitions to take the field, a young 
ſtranger, of the nobleſt preſence and moſt 
prepoſſeſſing 


I8 THE PUPIL 
| prepoſſeſſing phyſiognomy, preſented him- 
| ſelf and deſired leave to make his firſt 


campaign under him. He took the 


| name of Selim, and had received his 
1 | education under the Fairy of Adverſity. 
| | This fairy reſides in an iſland which every 

| | body ſtrives to avoid; but they are often 
| driven on it by an infinite number of 
i | rapid currents which force them among 
| the breakers that ſurround it, and reti- 
| ders the getting off again very difficult. 

| | The air of this iſland has a ſingular 
property of changing the features, fa 

0 that people are only known by their 
| | real friends; hence it is therefore called 
| by fome 'the iſland of friends; not that 


there are many upon it, but becauſe it 


is only in that place we can be aſſured 
they 
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they are truly ſo; the touchſtone of friend- 


ſhip is found no where elle. 


There it is that the Fairy of Adver- 
ſity keeps a ſchool out of which almoſt 
all the great men have came: happy 
the princes ſhe inſtructs, happy the peo- 
ple who are to obey them ! 


Zoureddin, favorably impreſſed by the 
noble air and graceful figure of Selim, 
gave him an employ, They took the 
field, Zoureddin had orders to avoid a 
battle. Agib forced him to accept it. 
The troops of Zoureddin, who had no 
confidence in their commander, gave way 
at the firſt encounter, Selim would have 
perſuaded Zoureddin to put himſelf at 
| | their 
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their head, and to lead them on again 
in perſon to the attack. 


* Young man,” faid the general, with 
a ſententious air, learn that the ſafety of 
an army depends on the preſervation of 
its chief. Let us do our duty; let us not 
expoſe the general; and ſhould fortune 
prove unpropitious, let us at leaſt have 
nothing to reproach ourſelves with,” 
Zoureddin acted in conſequence ; he 
avoided even the ſhadow of any re- 
proach for expoſing himſelf. But fortune 
did not ſecond his diſcretion ; though he 
ſpecially preſerved his perſon he loſt his 
army. Selim was deſperately wounded 


in performing to no purpoſe prodigies 


of 


OF ADVERSITY, 21 


of valour. The conqueror formed the 
ſiege of Caboul, a moſt important place. 
Zoureddin reaſſembled the ſcattered re- 
mains of his army, new troops joined 
him, and he had orders to march to the 
enemy, and to compel him to raiſe the 
ſiege. Agib ſpared him half the way 
by going to meet him: the two armies 
came in ſight of each other and a ge- 
neral action ſoon enſued, Zoureddin, 
ever faithful to his principles, to a ſcru- 
ple took the ſame precautions, and they 
had the ſame conſequences. He was 
beat; Agib took Caboul and put his 
troops into winter quarters. 


Zoureddin having been twice defeated, 
it was judged that he was not fortu- 
nate, 


— — * — _— 
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nate, the command was taken from him. 
But as there was nobody could doubt of 
his prudence, he was made one of the 
Divan, or Privy Council. 


C HAP. 


2 


OF ADVERSITY. 23 
CHA P21; 


Choice of a new general called Oſmyn ; ſuc- 
ceſs of the campaign ; courage and humanity 
of Selim; peace with Caudabar; talk of the 
court about Oſmyn, | 


IHE bad condition of affairs made 
it neceflary to have recourſe to an 
officer of diſtinguiſhed abilities who had 
lived ſeveral years in retirement. The 
mind of Oſmyn (that was his name) 
was clear and comprehenſive; he ſaw 


on all occaſions what means were. beſt 


ſuited 
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ſuited to obtain the end propoſed, and 
employed them with that expedition and 


alacrity which enſures ſucceſs. Nor was 
the heart of Oſmyn inferior to his head, 
When he ſpoke, conviction followed; 
when he acted, admiration and reſpe& 
filled every mind capable of diſtinguiſh- 
ing what is great and good. The . vir- 
tues of Oſmyn made him as-many friends 
as his talents obtained him admirers, 
He was ſent for to court, and invefted 
with the command of the army; he 
brought with him an only child; Zelica, 
ſo ſhe was called, joined to a moſt charm- 


ing figure a mind equally charming, 


She was one of thoſe noble, yet in- 
tereſting beauties, whom it is impoſſible 
to ſee without acknowledging their power, 
but one whom nature ſeemed to have 
| provided 
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provided with a guard of reſpect; — che 
deſire of pleaſing was in all who - ap» 
proached her ever ſubordinate to the 
fear of offending her. Such were the 
new viſitors at the court of Mohammed. 


Oſmyn opened the campaign early; 
and to reſtore ſpirit to the diſcouraged 
troops he preluded by ſmall ſkirmiſhes, 
which he had the ſkill never to engage 
in without being ſure of the advantage, 
Selim, who came to ſerve under him 
though ſcarce cured of his wounds, 
always diſtinguiſhed himſelf : he diſplayed 
an indefatigable ardour, ſought for all 
occaſions to inſtruct himſelf, was - pres 
ſent upon every call, never reckoned 
the danger as any thing when either- 
Honour or experience were to be acs 


Vol. I. C. quired. 
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quired. With ſo much courage, he was 


modeſt, humane, and compaſſionate, In 
action, the ſoldiers ſaw him in the front 
always foremoſt to engage, and levelling 
the way to victory. After the battle, 
he was to be found in the hoſpitals vi- 
ſitting the wounded and carrying from 
bed to bed that ſalutary pity of which 
barbarous intereſt too often uſurps the 


place and robs the diſtreſſed of their 


due relief. The enemy found alſo in 


Selim that mercy which ſo truly dif 4 


tinguiſhes the hero. 


After ſeveral leſſer engagements, the 
two armies came at length to a general 
and deciſive action. It was warm, and 


long oped. Oſmyn juſtified the high 


opinion 


2 A 
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opinion entertained of him; he performed 
prodigies but the number of the encmy, 
which infinitely exceeded his, had nearly 
overpowered him. Fortune, who fruſtrates 
the wiſeſt plans, appeared to oppoſe him; 
the victory ſeemed to declare itſelf in 
favour of Agib. Oſmyn, hemmed in 


on every ſide, was on the point of being 


taken or killed, when Selim, who com- 
manded a body of troops in this battle, 
taking advantage in the coolneſs of his 
head of, a motion of the enemy's which 
expoſed their flank to him, charged fo 
opportunely that they could not reſiſt 
the fury of it. He bore down victori- 
ouſly all that oppoſed his paſſage, made 
his wav up to Oſmyn, ſtruck off the 
arm of a ſoldier who with his ſabre up- 

0:3 lifted 
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28 
lifted was on the point of cleaving the 
head of the general, and now. joining 
forces with Oſmyn whom he had thus 
faved, fell upon a body of troops which 
Agib was bringing back to the attack, 
Touted them, and killed Agib with his 
own hand. A complete victory being 


thus obtained, Oſmyn beſieged and re- 


took Caboul, of which the government 
was given to him. He returned to court, 
and preſented Selim as the perſon to 
whom he owed life and tonqueſt, 
Great minds are above taking any me- 


tit to themſelves but what is ſtrictly 


theit own. 


The peace was made; after which the 
courtiers thought of nothing but how 
to 


LOW 
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to give a ridiculous turn to the glory ot 
Oſmyn. They ſaid, that however admi- 
rable he might be at the head of an | 
army he made but a poor figure in the 
drawing room; that he had nothing of 
the court air. 


« After all,” ſaid ſome, what might 
matters has he done? he has beat the 
enemy; well, much good may it do him; 
but do not let him come and browbeat 
us with his beaſtly courage.” 


Such was the language- of the effemi- 
nate flatterers in the circle. The people 
however in general ſpoke otherwiſe. They 
looked on him as the preſerver of his 

C3 country, 


30 THE PUPIL 


country, and erected ſtatues to him in 
| their hearts. RE 
I 5 

But this glorious tribute, to which he 
had fo fair a claim, was for: a while with- 
drawn from Oſmyn by the machinations. 
of a ſet of men, ſo much more danger- 
ous than the effeminate and envious cour- 
tiers as they poſſeſſed talents propor- 
[1 tioned to their malevolence. They were 
diſtinguiſhed bv the name of he Cabal. 


The Cabal conſiſted of thoſe who 
thought their ſuperior merits entitled 
6 them to be preferred to the higheſt 
offices of the ſtate; who, therefore, - 
5 oppoſed all the meaſures, and miſrepre- 
ſented every action of the miniſters in 

chief, 
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chief. Of others, who, having by un- 


bounded extravagance ruined their for- 
tunes, ſought to repair them by gaining 
lucrative appointments, they complained 
with ungueſtionable propriety of the par- 
tiality of allowing only one party to 
plunder the public. This Cabal was 
headed by three men of- uncommon 
genius, (hence fome called them the 
Cerberian Triumvirate). .The principal, 
Maſſoud, was the fon of one of the 
nobles who had enjoyed a conſiderable 
ſhare of the favour of the late Sultan, and 
whoſe conſcience had not prevented his 


profitting of it. He left immenſe riches ; 


but they ſatisfied not the inſatiable pro- 
digality of his ſon, who laviſhed them 
ſo profuſely that in a few years he was 

C 4 reduced 
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reduced to ſeek a reſource in his ta- 


lents. In theſe he was not deficient; 
he poſſeſſed in its higheſt degree that 
perſuaſive eloquence, which, by gaining 
the paſſions, finds its way to the heart, 
He was the favorite of the women 


(whoſe influence is unqueſtionable) be- 


cauſe he wrote verſes to celebrate their 
charms, comparing them to the ſun, 


moon, and ſtars. He ſwore the Hours 


were gypſies te them. It was not in 


I. 2 „9 rhe 


: an ; 2 — 
woman to rent ilis. The men ne Wiougny 


on by an adoptien of the ſame plan 
differently modified; he read their hearts, 
and adapted the language beſt ſuited to 
each. To the ambitious he talked of 
advancement, honors, and power; the 
avaricious were gained by his munifi- 

8 cence, 
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cence, and the vain won by his flattery. 
Sympathy united the licentious to him, 
while others were attracted by the con- 
viviality of his board. Theſe laſt were 
an eaſy conqueſt; a bottle of better wine 
than was to be found at the table of 
the Vizier, was an irreſiſtible argument 
with them of Mafſoud's being better qua- 
lified to fill the place of miniſter in 
chief. Maſſoud had told the people in 
his perſuaſive way that their advantage 
was the ſole aim he had in view. 
Charmed by his eloquence they believed 
and adored him, Some opportunities how- 
ever having offered of diſplaying his pa- 
triotiſm, which proved to yield ſomewhat 
to ſelf intereſt, his influence had ſuf- 
fered a conſiderable diminution; but as 
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in a large body of people there will be 
always many who are diſcontented, he 
had ſtill a great number of adherents. 
Tadan, the ſecond in the Triumvirate, 
was one of thoſe enthuſiaſts whoſe hearts 
being eaſily inflamed leaves their judg- 
ment no room to act. He fancied he 
loved humanity and goodneſs becauſe he 
was always compoling high ſtrained eu- 
logiums on them; but it is eaſier to praiſe 
the virtues than to practice them, at leaſt 
ſo Zadan found it; as a proof, a bro- 
ther of his who died in a foreign coun- 
try left three orphans unprovided for; a 
friend was enjoined to preſent them to 
Zadan, who lived in affluence ; he recog- 
nized in their features their affinity to 
0 his“ dear deceaſed relation, but, alas! 
1 2 be 
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he had no power to aſſiſt them; if a 
trifle, all he could ſpare, would be of 
ſervice it was theirs; then throwing 
down a few pieces of money, departed, 

and never ſaw them more. Different 
gifts are aſſigned. to: different men; that 
of Zadan was talking; he could not 
perform a benevolent action, but he 
could paint the beauties of it in ſuch 
vivid colours, that all became enamoured 
of beneficence. Cruelty was in the 
ſame degree the object of his verbal ab- 
horrence ; he would repreſent its effects 
in ſuch pathetic terms as to draw tears 


from the eyes of all who heard him; 
ſometimes when he had for a particular 
purpoſe framed an harangue to move the 
paſſions of his auditors, he would, bur- 

ried 
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ried away by his enthuſiaſm, not only 
deceive them, but impoſe on himſelf; 
he would talk till he fancied all he 
ſpoke was truth ; that the grievances 
| he lamented really had exiſtence, When 
he thus kindled his own paſſions by 
the blaze of his eloquence, it was no 
wonder that the imaginations of others were 
inflamed by it. It was obſerved how- 
ever that the beanteous bloſſoms of 
| his rhetorical flowers were apt to wi- 
ther before they attained their perfec- 
tion; the bright fun of Truth, when 
its beams were directed to them, proved 
too powerful, as they were planted in 
A ſandy ſoil, they were generally de- 
Rroyed before they produced the fruit 

expected from their fair appearance. | 
- Tangut, 
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Tangut, the third preſident of the 
Cabal, was born in a low ſtation, but 
had raiſed himſelf by ſuperior abilities 
into public notice. From directing the 
manceuvres of the ſingers and dancers 
who were retained for the amuſement 
of the Sultan and his court, he ac- 
quired the direction of manceuvring the 
malecontents. Tangut reſembled Zadan 
in this particular, that he forgot to 
recommend his doctrine by example; 
he would condemn with the moſt zeal- 
ous and eloquent expreſſion, the mal- 
adminiſtration of the Vizier, the 
oppreſſion of his government; then 
pathetically lament the ſuſſerings 
of the people, the crue} injuries 
they ſuſtained from. the lawleſs con- 
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duct of thoſe who were above con- 
troul; but though his precepts and 
his practice marked a ſtriking” inconſiſt- 
ency, there was in his conduct an 
invariable adherence to his ſyſtem: 
Tangut had made it a rule never to 
pay his debts; from this rule he ne- 
ver departed, and his ſituation precluded 
any redreſs to thoſe whom his -ſyſtem 
injured; innumerable. were the families. 
who had fallen victims to it, for his extra- 
vagance ſurpaſſed all deſcription. It could 
not be denied that Tangut was compe- 
tent to ſpeak to the oppreſſion of the 
people. From his parents he received 
no patrimony, for none had they to 
beſtow; but the Cabal made a con- 
: | tribution, 
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tribution, which, as he never paid any 
debts but thoſe of honor, compenſated 
for this extraordinary injuſtice of the 
blind goddeſs. He had taken a beau- 
tiful girl from the theatre who was 
eſteemed the fineſt ſinger in the whole 
kingdom ; ſhe might have gained 8 
conſiderable falary by following her 
profeſſion, but the well founded pride 
of Tangut would not ſubmit to this; 
he who thought it no diſgrace to re- 
ceive a contribution for the ſupport 
of the moſt inordinate extravagance 
would have conceived himſelf inſuf-— 
ferably degraded in gaining a com- 
petence by his ſultana's exerciſing the 
profeſſion to which ſhe was brought 
465. | 

The 
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The diſpoſition of Tangut ren 
dered him particularly uſeful to the 
Cabal; for his genius, great as it was, 
was ſtill inferior to his ill-nature; this 
was ever diſplaying itſelf in pointed 
abuſe, keen ſatires, and the bittereſt 
jeſts; his arrows were ſteeped in poi- 


ſob, the wounds they made were in- 


curable, and he took too much plea- 
ſure in levelling them, not to make 
uſe of every occafion; indeed his 
vanity as well as pleaſure was inte- 
reſted in it, for then only could he 


ſhine ;. an attempt to ſay a good hu- 


moured thing, or to do a good-hu- 
moured action, were always ſo awk- 
wardly performed, that they clearly 
proved his genius did not in- 

cling 
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cline that way. Tangut was not fond 
of trouble, therefore would not row 


againſt the tide. 


\ 


Such were the chiefs of the Cabal; 
the reſt were characters that reqdire 
no particular deſcription. Achmet 
uſed to ſay, it was like a ſerpent, 
not only on account of its venom, 
but becauſe it's vital principle, ſelf in- 
tereſt, was ſo invincible, that thongh 
ſeparated into à hundred diviſions it 
would unite again; and Achmet had 
frequently made the experiment, but 
it was thought he did not put forth 
all his powers on the occaſion, or he 
might have made uſe of this very 
principle to deſtroy it, 

The 
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The Cabal had long ſought to ruin 
the Vizier, to bring their own party 
in, hitherto without ſuceeſs; this ren- 
dered them deſperate, and they re- 
ſolved to ſtrike a bold ſtroke, no leſs 
than to render Oſmyn, the favorite of 
the people, odious to them, to impute 
the darkeſt crimes to the faireſt, cha- 
rater, to cover him with infamy 
who had deſerved and obtained the 
utmoſt glory; their. aim in this was 
to impeach the capacity of the Vizier, 
and, by inflaming the minds of the 
people againſt the government, to find 
an occaſion of producing one of thoſe 
reyolutions that ſo frequently take 
place in that kingdom, which, by 

giving, 
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giving them power, might re-eſtabliſh 
their ſhattered fortunes, — 


All therefore that the powerful in- 
ſtigations of ſelf intereſt could ſuggeſt, 
ſupported by ſuperior genius and the 
moſt induſtrious malice, was practiſed 
by the Cabal to accompliſh a point 
of ſo much conſequence to them. 


As they could not deny that Of-. 
myn had preſerved to the Sultan one 
of his moſt valuable provinces, or 
that he was adored by the ſoldiery, 
who were ready to lay down their 
lives for him, they endeavoured to 
depreciate his merit in this—the glory 
of his victory they totally obſcured 

| by 
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by repreſenting his gaining it through 
the means of the moſt unexampled 
cruelties; the recital of which, though 
they could enlarge on them with all the 
amplification employed on the moſt 
delightful topics, made the blood freeze 
in the veins of their hearers. The at- 
tachment of his troops they aſcribed 
to Oſmyn's having beſtowed on them 
the plunder of the unfortunate cap- 


By. theſe accuſations, aſſerted with 
all the boldneſs of indiſputable truth 
and conveyed in all the eloquence the 
powers of language admitted, did the 

| Cabal turn the hearts of thoſe who 
| had worſhipped Oſmyn, from adoration ta 
1 1 utter 
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utter deteſtation, Yet ſo far were 
they from believing what they ac- 
cuſed him of, that each (except when 
a zealous 'paroxiſm ſeized Zaban) had 
been known ſeparately to give as his pri- 
vate opinion, that no character ever roſe 
faperior to that of Oſmyn; they al- 
lowed him wiſdom, courage, - honor, 
beneficence, and that unqueſtionablè 
proof of goodneſs, the unalienable at- 
tachment of all who had ever called 
him their friend. 


But though theſe were the ſecret 
- Tentiments of the Cabal, policy and 
intereſt - required they ſhould hold a 
different language in public; and theſe 
were unanſwerable arguments to men 

whole 
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whoſe hearts, enervated by luxury, 
conceived any means juftifiable that 
continued to them the enjoyments 
without which they thought life not 
worth holding. 


Conſiſtently with their plan, then, they 
raiſed ſuch an outcry againſt Oſmyn, that 
the Vizier, to ſatisfy the people, was 
obliged todemand avindication of his con- 
duct; this was to be given in preſence of 
the Divan, Oſmyn, who beheld their 
proceedings with the calm confidence 
of conſcious integrity, made the neceſ- 
ſary preparations for his defence; but 


the gentle heart of Zelica was deeply 
affected by this attack on her beloved 
parent, | 


cc Is 
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« Is this, (ſaid ſhe) the reward of the 
moſt faithful ſervices? ſhall Oſmyn have 
relinquiſhed his domeſtic enjoyments, 
ſhall he have hazarded his life, and 
preſerved the dominions of his ſove- 
reign, to be covered with ſhame?“ 


« Grieve not, beauteous Zelica,“ 
replied Selim (who was a witneſs of 
her complaints) * at an event which muſt 
add new luſtre to the character of the 
virtuous Oſmyn ; the malice of his ac- 
cuſers will procure him a triumph inſtead 
of diſgrace; the purity of gold is bet- 
ter known when it has been in the 
crucible,” | 


Zelica, conſoled by theſe arguments, 


reſumed 
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| reſumed her ſerenity; but Selim con- 
tented himſelf not with an inactive 
confidence in the virtue of Oſmyn ; he 
knew the characters of the Cabal too 
well not to be convinced every art 
that could promote their plan would 
be employed to miſrepreſent all his 
actions. Selim reſolved therefore to 
take a journey to Candahar to pro- 
cure ſuch evidence as ſhould be in- 
controvertible. Without imparting his 
deſign, he departed from Lahor; im- 
mediately on- his arrival at - the late 
ſeat of war, he proceeded to acquire 
the neceſſary teſtimonies, How dif- 
ferent was the ſcene here to what the 
Cabal had repreſented it. Inſtead of 
* thoſe curſes (which they affirmed) 
; the 
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the widows and orphans of Oſnyn's 
miſerable victims breathed againſt chat 
inhuman monſter,” bleſſings and tears 
of the tendereſt gratitude followed the 
mention of his name ; the pleaſure they 
took in expatiating on his goodneſs 
gave the moſt heart-felt ſatisfaction to 
Selim. Inſtead of the teſtimonies re- 
quired of them, they would have gone 
themſelves to Lahor to diſprove” the 
charge brought againſt Oſmyn; but 
Selim rejected theſe affecting proofs 
of their gratitude, and having procured 
the moſt complete evidence he could 
deſire, returned to Lahor. 


He found Oſmyn ſurpriſed at his 
abſence, and thought he could trace 
| Vol. I. D concern 
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concern and ſoft reproaches in the 


- countenance of Zelica. But theſe ſen- 


timents gave place to the moſt lively 
emotions of gratitude when they learnt 
the cauſe of his abſence at that eri- 
tical period. Oſmyn embraced him 
with all the fervor of the warmeſt 
affection. 


% Nou once ſaved my life,” ſaid 


he; you have now done more: 
your zeal for my honor, without 
which life would be inſupportable, 
is the moſt valuable proof you .could 
give me of your affection. United to you 
by the tendeteſt and ſtrongeſt ties, 
J love you as my fon; ſuffer me in 
future to conſider you as ſuch; con- 

ſent 


my — — an. 
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ſent to remain with me henceforth, 
my dear Selim. 


Selim received this propoſal with 
tranſport, and tenderly embraced his 
adopted parent. Zelica was a ſilent 
ſpectator of this ſcene; - but though 
ſhe ſpoke not, her. expreſſive eyes 
marked the grateful and tender emo- 
tions of her heart, 


The day arrived that was to de- 
cide the fate of Oſmyn. The Divan 
aſſembled, and in their preſence the 
black charges of the Cabal were ex- 
hibited againſt him. They were deli- 
vered with all the acrimony of the 
moſt inveterate malice, aſſiſted by all 

„ the 
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the graces of the moſt finiſhed elocu- 
tion; all preſent were ſtruck with ad- 
miration at the wonderful powers diſ- 
played on the occaſion; but though 
the eloquence charmed, the virulence 
ſhocked them. Achmet obſerved, that 
it was fortunate the poiſon of the ſerpent 
was always accompanied by an 'anti- 
dote. It came to Oſmyn's turn at 
length to defend himſelf: a few ſim- 
ple words, ſupported by the irrefraga- 
ble ſpirit of truth, deſtroyed in a few 
minutes all that his enemies had em- 
ployed months in fabricating. 


« Were I guilty,” faid . Oſmyn, 
„of the crimes with which I am 


charged, the ſevereſt tortures that could 
"4 1 
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be deviſed would be an zfulficient 
puniſhment for me; that I am not 
guilty, theſe teſtimonies will prove.“ 


The evidence was then produced; - 
it was incontrovertible; the Cabal could 


bring no proof in ſupport of what they 


advanced; on the contrary, their own 
evidence turned againſt them, They 


retired, overwhelmed with ſhame,” and 


expoſed to all the horrors of diſap- 
pointed malice and univerſal contempt. 


Maſſoud ſought conſolation in his fa- 


vorite amuſement, playing with ſome 
pieces of painted paper, a faſhionable 
diverſion at the Court of Lahor, at 
which Maſſoud had laviſned immenſe 
ſums, The diſappointment of Zaban 

| _.— _ threw 
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threw him into a violent fever, ſup- 
poſed to proceed from the overflow- 
ing of the gall, and Tangut had re- 
courſe to hat opium ſo frequently ap- 
plied to in that country as a relief 
for every care. 


| Oſmyn having acquired new glory, 
was raiſed to the higheſt honors of 
the Divan, and received from all hearts: 
the homage due to his ſuperior vir- 
tues. 722 
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Selim in love with Zelica. 


- QELIM'S reſidence with Oſmyn 
gave him too many opportunities 

of contemplating the perfections of 
Zelica not to create in him the moſt 
paſſionate admiration of her; he became 
deeply in love with her; but as he 


was not in the leaſt a coxcomb (the 
Fairy of Adverſity forms none) he was 
a long time without ſpeaking to Ze- 
| D 4 
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lica otherwiſe than by the timidity of 
his looks, and the anticipation of all 
his deſires in a thouſand ſervices and 
attentions. His love diſplayed itſelf in 


all his actions, and eſpecially in an 


infinity of little matters which there 
is no deſcribing, which are felt by the 
perſon to whom they are addreſſed, 
which a true paſſion renders natural, 
and which a feigned one either omits 
or counterfeits ill. His want of af- 
ſurance | formed a ſtriking contraſt to 
the inſolent forwardneſs of the little 
ſmarts and pretty fellows of the court, 
who, though reſtrained by the dig- 
nity. of Zelica, could not conceal a 
ſelf-ſufficiency which was authoriſed by 
nothing but vanity. without merit, | 

” ny, 5, Selim, 
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Selim, adorned as he was with every 
advantage of perſonal charms and 
mental acquirements, diſtinguiſhed: too 


by ſo much glory, ſcarce dared to 
encourage . any hope. Let had he 
touched the heart of Zelica; ſhe loved 
him without being ſenſible as yet what 
| love was. A thouſand things eſcaped 
her, that betrayed her ſentiments, which 
| were only a ſecret to herſelf and Se- 
lim. She experienced that enchanting 
| diſquiet, that ſentiment ſo lively and 
delicious when a firſt paſſion inſpires it, 
and ſeems to open to the foul a new 
ſource of bliſs of which it had not 


even an idea, 


| One day. that Zelica was walking 
D 4 in 
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in the garden of her father's palace 
and gathering flowers on the borders 
of a tranſparent canal, the waters of 
which flowed '. over a gold. coloured 
ſand, Selim approached: her. She held 
in her hand a noſegay of roſes freſh 
gathered. As Selim joined her, her 
face glowed with the moſt lively tints 


« Beautiful Zelica,” ſaid he, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to her with the moſt 
timorous and reſpectful | air, „ how 
faint 18 the bloom of thoſe flowers 
when compared to that which nature 
has beſtowed' on you; thoſe roſes bear 
no more proportion to thoſe of your 
complexion than the luminaries of night 

to the great luminary of day.“ 


Selim, 
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s Selim, the air of the court has in- 
fected you,” anſwered Zelica, © you 
grow ſuch. a flatterer.” 


1 flatterer,” ſaid Selim; © view 


yourſelf in that canal, view thoſe flow-- 
ers,, and be yourſelf the judge. 


0,” replied Zelica,. and yet thro” 
the inſtinct of her ſex her eyes uncon- 
ſciouſly turned towards the ſmooth. 
mirror of the canal; there they met 
thoſe of Selim, which had followed the 
motion of her's; ſhe ſaw ſo much love 
in them, he looked at her image in the 
water with ſo tender an expreſſion ! She 
 fighed, her eyes fixed on thoſe of Se- 

lim, their looks united to one point; 
at length they withdrew them from 
. the 
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the canal, bluſhing, caſt down their eyes, 
and were ſilent. Zelica was aſhamed 
and confuſed ; Selim, urged by his 
paſſion, would fain have ſpoken yet 
durſt not; but after ſome moments, 
Zelica having ſtill timidly raiſed her 
beautiful eyes and caſt them on him, 
impelled by an irreſiſtible tranſport, 
he precipitately threw himſelf at her 
feet. 


d Yes, beauteous Zelica, I adore. 
you; if therein I offend you, com- 
mand me to die, Selim cannot hve 
without loving you.” [ig 


AZelica, full of agitation and confu- 
fion, bluſhed and made no anſwer, 
| $he 
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She ſaw Selim trembling at her feet, 
ſhe herſelf trembled alſo, 


« Zelica,” purſued he, © what am 
I to preſage from your ſilence?” 


« That Zelica does not wiſh the : 
death of Selim.” 


At theſe words, which ſhe had ſcarce _ 
power to articulate, ſhe quitted the place, 
and forbidding him to follow her, left 
Selim 1n tranſports more eaſy to conceive 
than deſcribe, 


| 
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CHAP, VL 


= 


Selim's ignorance of bis birth and condi-- 
tion; account. of his travels. 


HE next day Oſmyn being alone 
with Selim and his daughter, 
told Selim he was too much inte-- 
reſted for him, not to wiſh to be 
more particularly acquainted with his. 
| hiſtory. He aſked him what was his 
birth, his corfhtry and condition. 


«. Oh, my father,” ſaid Selim, all. 
that. 
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that I know of myſelf is that I was 
brought up in the Iſland of Friends, 
by the Fairy of Adverſity; that after 
having beſtowed the education on me 
which was beſt calculated to harden 
my body againſt all fatigues, and my 
mind againſt all misfortunes, after hav- 
ing taught me to be ſevere to myſelf 
and humane to others, ſhe took me 
to travel with her into various coun= 
tries, and in that voyage it was that 
ſhe gave me her laſt inſtructions, and 
engraved on my heart leſſons which 1 
ſhall never forget.” 


Oſmyn and Zelica defired that Se- 
lim would relate to them his travels, 


and give them a deicription of the 
countries 


7 # 
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countries he had ſeen. He inſtantly 
complied with their requeſt, and be- 
gan in the following terms. 


6 Upon: quitting the Iſland of 
Friends the firſt land we. came to was 
that of the King of Amurath, ſur- 
named the Tyrant. His country was 
| for the moſt part uncultivated and. 
unpeopled ; one might ſee there im- 
menſe tracts of barren land, deſtroyed 
villages, ruined caſtles, and thinly ſcat- 
tered at great diſtances. ſome miſerable 
huts, whoſe inhabitants, pale and meas 
ore, looked more like ſpectres than 5 
human creatures. The fairy made me 
obſerve that all this was not the fault 
of . ſoil, which Was excellent, nor- 


oß 
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of the climate, which was mild and 
temperate, but purely the effect of ty- 
ranny, which, ſtronger than nature, had 
changed this fine country. into a vaſt 
and melancholy deſart. We arrived 
at the capital; our ſight was ſtruck 
with the ſuperb buildings in it. We 
went into ſome of them; one would 
have thought all the treaſures of the 
earth were accumulated there. All 
ſorts of ornaments were diſplayed in 
profuſion,” and oſtentation was to be 
ſeen every where taking the place of 
taſte; all the arts had lent their hand 
rather to overload than to embelliſh 
them: the glitter of gold tired the 
eye, every thing was rich and far- fetched, 
nothing noble or plain. 


$ | IM See, 
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© See,” ſaid the Fairy to me, © thefe 
maſter-pieces of magnificence and falſe 
' taſte: here the ſcandalous luxury of a 
few triumphs over the public miſery, 
upon which it ſubſiſts. For the nature 
of tyranny is to reconcile extremes, 
and upon the heads of the millions -it 
cruſhes to ere the monſtrous Coloſſus 
of a few worthleſs favorites who are 
devoted to its ſervice.” 


From theſe manſions of - vanity we 
came to that of the tyrant, This 
was a great ſquare tower, built of hu- 
man bones, and was called the Accurſed 7 
Tower : it was ſurrounded by a broad 
_ ditch, and a treble wall of ſteel, of which 
the gates were never opened; a nu- 
meroua 
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merous guard watched there night and 
day, with drawn ſwords. Suſpicion 
went the rounds conſtantly, and upon 
his reports, often falſe, and always ex- 
aggerated, an infinite number of wretches 
were loaded with irons and caſt into 
dark dungeons, contrived under the 
tower. Theſe frightful burying places 
of the living were made with ſuch art, 
that the clank of chains, the cries 
and groans of the unhappy priſoners, 
might inceſſantly feaft the ears of the 
Tyrant, whoſe eyes were never - cloſed 
by the ſweet influence of ſleep. The 
Fairy, with a wave of her wand, ren- 
dered me inviſible, and tranſported me 
into the otherwiſe inacceſſible interior 
of this palace. King Amurath was 
Tom: 5. | ſeated 
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ſeated on his throne; he was pale, 
wan, and penſive; his gloomy afd 
_ difordered looks betrayed a tortured 
mind. Alt; nv hogs, big 


, 4 
x 


„Who ſows fear ſhall reap fear,” 
ſaid the F airy,  * Amurath knows that 
his ſubjects or rather his enemies, for 
be has none more inneterate than they 
are, deſire nothing ſo much as to 
paſs under any government but his. 
By the deſolation of his own domi- 
nions he has put himfelf out of a con. 
dition to defend: them if he ſhould be 
powerfully attacked. From abroad he 
fears his neighbours, at home he fears 


his ſubjects; poiſon and daggers are 
ever preſent to his imagination. This 
1 monſter, 
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monſter, who is an horror to himſelf, 
feels all the ills which ſhe makes 
others ſuffer; but look (added ſhe) 
judge of the happineſs of tyrants; | 
with-all their cruelty they cannot make 
their ſubjects ſo wretched as they 
are themſelves,” 


At theſe words, the fairy touched 
Amvurath with her wand ; the tyrant's 
robes dropped down. I ſaw his body 
wreathed round with ſerpents that 
gnawed his entrails. In the mean time 
the courtiers, who came: to ſee who 
ſurrounded him, celebrated his happi- 
neſs and that of his people. They 
praiſed his clemency and extolled his 
rare qualities to the ſkies, 

46 DO 
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« Do not,” ſaid the Fairy, © be aſto- 
niſhed at theſe flatteries; fear is more 
laviſh of them than love. From the 
voice of the people it is that the pa- 
negyric of a king ſhould come; that 
Sultan who deſerved from his ſubjects 
the appellation of well- beloved, was bet- 
ter praiſed by that title than by all 
the exaggerations of eloquence and 


poetry,” 


Upon quitting the dominions of 
King Amurath, we entered thoſe of 
King Alnaſcher, ſurnamed the Superſti- 
Zious, This prince, naturally good 
natured, but old and weak in every 
ſenſe, rendered his ſubjects almoſt as 
miſerable as thoſe of Amurath; not 


that he overloaded them with taxes, 
| but 
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but he forbad them to think. There | 


were the moſt rigorous laws enacted 
againſt ſuch as ſhould dare to have 
common ſenſe. A powerful Fairy di- 
rected his pious imbecility, The pa- 
lace of this Fairy reſembled a temple z 
there, upon vaſt anvils which had the 
ſhape of altars, ſhe ſometimes forged 
chains for the uſe of ſpiritual tyranny, 
ſometimes little ſtilettos which ſhe wetted 
at pleaſure, and hid in her boſom after 
having dipped them in a veſſel of holy- 
water, Her palace was ſituated between 
two towers; the one, that of Ambition 
built upon ruins, raiſed to the ſkies, and 
over-hanging a deep precipice ; the 
other tower was that of Revenge, in the 


midſt of a lake of blood ſituated be- 
7 tween 


„% CT K3.iÞ UP: 


tween mounfains of ſmoking ' aſhes, 
There was no apparent communication 
betwecn the palace of the Fairy and 

theſe two towers, If you could be- 
lieve her, ſhe held in utter abhorrence 
the two monſters who inhabited them; 
but my guide aſſured me that there 
was a complete intercourſe between 
them, eſtabliſhed by means of ſubter- 
raneous paſſages; that the Fairy went 
continually. from one tower to the 
other; that ſhe followed entirely the 
inſpiration of thoſe two furies, and 
that ſhe often even produced them in 
public, but diſguiſed under ſacred maſks; | 
of which ſhe had a magazine full- 
ſtored, A  ſhaven-crowred, hooded 
monſter was the executioner of her 


pious 
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pious barbarities, and ſerved her with 
eyes religiouſly wild and haggard. I 
ſaw this monſter come out of the tem- 
ple, in one hand carrying a rapier 
taken from the altar, and with the 
other dragging wretches loaded with 
irons. He was tying them to a ſtake 
which had a fire kindled around it, 
when, ſeized as I was with horror and 
cempaſſion, I advanced towards him, 
and aſked him what was their crime; 
he anſwered that they were impious 
wretches, who did not believe in the 


nine incarnations of Viſtnou,”* 
Vor. I. E, ce What 


According to Roa, a German Jeſuit, the In- 
dians have a Trinity, of which the ſecond perſon 
was nine times incarnated. 

Bernier' Memoirs, 
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« What then,” ſaid I, “ they are 
0 blind; and we ſhould rather pity thoſe 
we cannot enlighten.” 


„We muſt revenge Viſtnou,“ re- 
plied the monſter. © It is for his ho- 
nor we proceed thus.“ 

6s 

„% What,” ſaid I, “ can an atom 
obſcure the ſplendor of the ſun? the 
glory of Viſtnou reſts ſecure in 2 
ſanctuary inacceſſible to mortals; but y 
your zeal is injurious to his goodneſs; 
you will in no part of the Yedam 
find that he orders you to revenge 


him, nor is there any part of it that 


does not recommend charity to you; MW m 
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his law is a law of love; you make 
it a law of blood.” 


At theſe words the monſter and his 


aſſiſtants, ſcowling at me with malig- 
nant eyes, began to raiſe the cry upon 
me, and halloo the impious blaſphemer; 
I might myſelf perhaps have been 
burned for the glory of Viſtnov, if my 
companion had not cauſed me to va- 
niſh ſuddenly from their ſight. Yet 
we did not get away ſo quickly, but 
that I ſaw the flame of fire, and heard 
the ſcreams of the miſerable wretches 
who were conſuming in it. My heart 
was pierced by them and I precipitated 
my ſteps, 
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« I fee with pleaſure,” ſaid the 
Fairy, the horror and pity which 
have ſeized you; you cannot too much 
deteſt ſuperſtition; nothing is ſo blind 
and barbarous; but love religion, which 
is mild, enlightened, charitable, Liften 
to the prieſts of Viſtnou, and think 
them inſpired by him as often as they 
ſhall exhort you to beneficence and 
mildneſs; but whenever they inſtigate 
violence or cruelty. take it for granted 
that they are animated by fanaticiſm, 
iatereſt or revenge.“ 


The territories of King Alnaſcher 
border upon thoſe of the Queen Gul- 
nara, whoſe name in the language. of 
the country ſignifies Sugar'd-lips. As 

I entered 
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I entered her dominions, I breathed an 
air of voluptuouſneſs which carried to my 
heart an effeminate impreſſion of pleaſure 
and ſoft relaxation. The country looked 
like a fine garden; pleaſing ſhades 
abounded, and flowers of the ſweeteſt 
odours perfumed the air, while the 
brightneſs of their colours adorned the 
earth, the plain was enamelled with 
them; but the trees never came to 
fruit, being conſtantly blaſted in the 
bloſſom. A number of rivulets as 
clear as chryſtal flowed their ſilver 
ſtreams over golden ſands; the water 
of them was delicious to the taſte, but 
had an intoxicating quality which was 
extremely dangerous: it changed men 
into ſwine, and I ſaw innumerable herds 

E 3 of 
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of them. The Fairy of Adverſity told 


me that the Fairy Luminous could 


alone reſtore them to their priſtine 
form; but there were a very ſmall 
number of them, who, ſtruck with her 
charms, had the courage to follow her, 


and through a narrow path full of 


precipices, to conquer the aſcent of a 
ſteep hill, at the ſummit of which ſtood 
her reſplendent manſion; that the great- 
er part of them choſe to remain hogs 
and wallow in their mire all their 
life time rather than reſume their ſta- 
tion 'as men or even become heroes 
at that price, 


HFaſten,“ added ſhe, © to get 
through a country in which it is dan- 
gerous 
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gerous to make any ſtop, and now 
you have only yourſelf to depend on.“ 


With theſe words the Fairy diſap- 
peared; and my eyes were ſtraining 
after her when I ſaw advance towards 
me a troop of charming nymphs. 
They placed me in the midſt of them, 
and, in forming dances round me, 
ſhackled me with garlands of roſes, I 
laughed at firſt at their frolics, and let 
them go on, ſuppoſing I could with- 
out difficulty break theſe fetters of 
flowers, but J was ſurpriſed when TI 
found I ſtruggled in vain to get looſe 
from them. Then each taking hold 
of different ends of the chain, they 
conducted me into a ſtately palace. 
E 4 I paſſed 
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I paſſed through ſeveral apartments 


adorned with exquiſite taſte, but they 
were ſtil] infinitely exceeded by the laſt, 
which was called the ſaloon of plea- 


ſure. There a number of perfumed. 


cenſers exhaled all over it a delicious 
fragrance, Glaſſes, pictures, every thing 
that could contribute to inſpire volup- 
tuouſneſs, was in that ſaloon; but what 


chiefly attracted my regard was the 
Queen Gulnara lying on a bed of 


roſes in a dreſs of almoſt tranſparent 
gauze, which added to rather than 


- Concealed the charms of the moſt beau- 


tiful form in the world; an air of 


languor was diffuſed over her whole 


perſon. I thought I ſaw on each fide 
of her, Deſire and Pleaſure, 
« Draw 
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« Draw near Selim,“ ſaid ſhe, with 
a ſound of voice that fluttered my 
ſenſes, „and know at leaſt what it 
is that you would fly from. I love 
you. Come and learn from me what 
alone can be worth living for. Be- 
hold, here is erected the throne of 
delight; come and ſhare it with me, 
and conſecrate to pleaſure the ſhort: 
inſtants which are made for it.” 


She accompanied theſe words by a 
look ſo tender and paſſionate that! 
was ſcarce maſter of myſelf, I was 
going to precipitate myſelf at her feet 
to avow ſhe ſhould be henceforth the 
ſole object of my adoration, when I 
recollected the advice of my maternal 

E 5. friend; 
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friend; I ſummoned all my reſolution 
therefore and turned from the danger- 
ous Syren; in that inſtant an extraor- 
dinary blaze of light filled the ſaloon; 
all the charms of the Queen were 
blaſted by it, and now inſtead of Plea- 
ſure and Deſire, I ſaw by her fide 
only Diſguſt. Then it was that I ea- 
ſily ſnapped my chains and hurried 


out of the palace. I knew it muſt 


be the Fairy Luminous who had taken 
that way, and I till ſaw the ſhining | 
track ſhe had left behind her as ſhe paſſed. | 
I proceeded then towards this king- 


dom. I arrived at Lahor; and hearing 


there was a war on foot with Can- 


dahar, I offered my ſervice to Zou- | 
reddin, who had at that time the com- 
mand, | 
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mand, You know, my father, what 
has happened to me ſince, and the 
happineſs I have had of inſtructing 
and forming myſelf under you, and- 
of being the witneſs of your great 
actions.“ 


Selim having ceaſed ſpeaking, Of- 
myn did juſtice to his narrative, in 
which he had been too modeſt, and 
ſaid “ I have no doubt, my fon, of 
your birth being illuſtrious; but had 
you no other nobility than that of your 
actions it is inconteſtably ſuperior to 
that af. deſcent; a man whoſe actions 
entitle him to the appellation of great, 
is ſurely a more exalted character than 
thoſe ſo. often much miſcalled the 


great; 
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great; thoſe are the burden and re- 
proach of a ſtate, he the honor and 
ſupport of it, I have diſcovered, my 
dear Selim, that you love my daugh- 
ter. I deſire her henceforth to look 
on you as one who is to be her hul- 
band. You ſaved my life, and are too 
amiable for Zelica not to take upon 
herſelf with pleaſure the charge of ac- 
quitting my gratitude,” 


At theſe words the cheeks of Zetica 
were ſuffuſed with a vivid red. Selim 
threw himſelf at the feet of Olmyn in a 
tranſport that did not permit him to 
ſpeak. Oſmyn raiſed, embraced him, 
and went out, We ſhall not here 
relate the converſation which the two 

lovers 
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lovers afterwards held together. Let 
thoſe who know what love is put 
themſelves in their, place, they will 
feel what we ſhould but imperfectly 
expreſs. But whilſt Selim and Zelica 
give themſelves up to the ſweeteſt 
hopes, jeatous Fate is preparing the 
moſt cruel obſtacle to their loves. 


CHAP, 


CHAP, VII. 


Gifts with which the ſon of the Sultan was 
endowed by a fairy, The propoſal he: 
wakes to Selim. 


E have already ſaid that a fon had 
been born to the Sultan; but: 
we have not ſaid that at the moment- 


of his birth a fairy. paſſed that way, 
and in order to know the ſenſe and 
ſpirit of that. court, declared ſhe would 

endow. 
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endow the young prince with all the 
qualities the court ſhould deſire. 


« May he be handſome, accom- 
pliſhed, and have ſpirit!” was the wiſh 
of the women. 


« May he have the genius of his 
father !” ſaid all thoſe who hoped to 
have one day their ſhare in the ad- 


miniſtration of affairs. 


Co May he be profuſe !”? ſaid the 
courtiers. 


May he be credulous and a bigot!“ 
ſaid, in a corner, a ſet of ſanctified hy- 
pocrites. 
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Not a ſoul of the whole court once 
thought of wiſhing him courage, hu» 
manity, good ſenſe or virtue. 

* I endow him,” ſaid the Fairy, 
&. with beauty and ſpirit; as to the 
reſt, that he may become ſuch as you 
wiſh him, I need but leave to you: 
the choice of his governors,” She. 
ſaid, and paſſed on. 


As ſoon as he was out of the wo- 
men's care, the prince had a govers. 
nor appointed him, and, as the fairy, 


had foretold, great care had been taken: 
that he ſhould be the greatcſt block- 
head in Indoſtan, though no doubt of 
a noble family: the prince ſoon made 
a great progreſs under him, which is 
| 8 


wo — 
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as much as to ſay that in a ſhort 
time he was become almoſt as great 
a fool as his governor. Nobody en- 
tertained him with any thing but the 
greatneſs of his birth, the prerogatives 
of his rank, and the profound re- 


ſpe&t that was due to him. Every 


one ſtrove to fortify in him that too 
natural bent which princes have to 


pride and inſolence. All who were 


near his perſon were for ever telling 
him what he was; nobody told him 
what he ought to be. It he ſaid a 
fooliſh thing or did an impertinent 
one, Karamat! Karamat! cried out a 
croud of corrupters whoſe office was 
to inſtruct him, and who thought of 
nothing but to pleaſe him. 


When 


4 
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When the peace was concluded with 


Candahar, Malee (io the prince was 
called) was about ſeventeen years of age, 
and was, according to the fairy's gift, 
one of the handſomeſt princes in the 
univerſe; and, in the opinion of the 
courtiers of Lahor, the moſt accom- 
pliſhed ; that is to ſay he rode, danced, 
dreſt, and bowed to perfection; as to 
ſpirit, he had already given ſome no- 
table proofs of it, He had ſpent an 
immenſe ſum of money, and was not- 
withſtanding immenſely in debt, by 
which he had ruined ſeveral unhappy 
families; he had half killed two or 
three of his people whom he required 
to partake of exceſſes they were not 
able to bear; and had diſgraced others 
| for 
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for not doing what was impoſſible. 
Theſe promiſiag appearances gave ſtrong 
hopes that he would be all that the 
Court of Lahor had wiſhed. One may 
eaſily imagine that the women thought 
him extremely charming ; ' and though 
he was ſo very a fool that he deſtroyed 
by it the merit of a fine perſon, they 
would inſiſt that he had a great deal 
of wit. 


As he found his wiſhes inceſſantly 
prevented by compliances, he ſoon ſur- 
paſſed in folly and ſelf ſufficiency all 
thoſe he ſurpaſſed in birth; which was 
not a little matter in a court where 


the great men of that character were 
perfectly 
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perfectly common, He was ſurpriſed 
that Zelica ſhewed neither attention 
to his charms, nor ambition to be- 
come his favorite. -His vanity was 
wounded by it, which ſtood inſtead of 
love; for of love he was incapable; 
yet whatever was his preſumption, Ze- 
lica awed him in ſpite of himſelf, 
and not caring to make an awkward 
figure, he propoſed to Selim to be 
the conveyancer of his ſentiments to 


One may readily conceive the ſur- 
prize and grief this occaſioned to Se- 
lim; nevertheleſs he prevailed over 
kiraſelf to ſuppreſs his reſentment. 


« Sir, 
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4 Sir,“ ſaid he to the prince, „can 
you hope that the Sultan your father will 
conſent to your marrying her?” - 


« Who talks of marrying?” inter- 
rupted Malee. 


I ſhould have thought,” -replied 
Selim, „ that the virtue of Zelica 


might — 


Pſha! her virtue,“ interrupted again 
Malee; © the virtue of women in- 


deed ! no doubt there is ſuch a thing, 
I honor it profoundly. All thoſe whom 
I have loved were certainly very vir- 
tuous; they told me ſo, and yet 1 

married 
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married none of them, por were they 
ſo unreaſonable as to require it.” 


But,“ ſaid Selim, „I doubt much 
Zelica's reſembling them.” | 


„ My good filly friend,” ſaid the 
prince, ſhe has only more beauty 
and more wit than the reſt; there lies 
all the difference.” 


Selim, hurt to the ſoul by this in- 
jurious treatment of the perſon whom 
he ſo greatly loved and reſpected, 
could ſcarcely ſtifle his indignation; 


he thanked the prince however for 
the employment he intended him, and 


very 
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very humbly defired him to honor 
ſomebody elſe with it. 
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Declaration of the Prince; conſequences 


of it. 


TALEE was ſenſibly hurt by 
the refuſal of Selim. The pride 

of the prince and the meanneſs of the 
courtiers had perſuaded him that the 
honor of ſerving him ennobled the 
ſervice whatever it was. He was obliged 
to have recourſe to other means to 


accompliſh his purpoſe. He gave a 
maſked 
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maſked - ball to the whole c court. Ze- 
lica could not well diſpenſe with go- 
ing to it; vo who was the greateſt or- 
nament of it. Male, it in the habit of a 
fortune teller, told ſeveral ladies their 
fortunes; under pretence of communi- 
_" cating ſome Geer event of a fortu- 
nate kind that was to happen to Ze- 
ca, he endeavoured to draw her 
. aſide; but ſhe was too prudent to 
quit her party, and pretending not to 
know him, told him i in the moſt ſe- 
rious tone that ſhe was not at all cu- 
rious, The prince was diſconcerted at 
her refuſal; however, after having 
conſidered à little while Oh, oh,” 
ſaid he. giving it a turn which he 
thought very ſmart and gallant, « you 
r Þ may 


. EE ur II. 
may refuſe to go with me if you 
pleaſe, but that ſhall not hinder you 
from knowing Malee is in love with 
you ; ; what reward, will vou give 
me for ſuch a Piers of good for- 
tune? 1 3 
a & | That 895 F. "anſwered 
Zelica,. 75 J ſhould think very bad; 
but pray do not abuſe the name 
of Malee to continue a ſubject that 
"offends me, and Which he would 
doubgels take very 8 
77 And. what would you ' fay,” 
replied the prince, taking off his 
; _. maſk, 
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maſk, „ if I was W f 
Malee' fe; 


| N Say; 9 Zelica, affecting 
A great ſurprize, but with an air of 
the moſt ſtately reſerve, that I 
- ſhould hope, on my aſſuring him 
of all the reſpect which I owe to 
his rank, he would not be- offended 
at my reminding him alſo of that 

reſpect, which as great ay; he is, he 
_ owes to my ſex.” 


The prince wanted to keep up 
the converſation; but Zelica con- 
ſtantly oppoſed to him ſo ſteady and 
ſo W 4am a coolneſs that he left 

a her 
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her highly diſpleaſed at her treat- 
ment of him. He reſolved never- 


D theleſs, by all means and at any 


rate to reduce this little prude; who, 
as he was told, acted the romantic 
part with him, for which ſhe in- 
demnified herſelf in private with 
Selim. As power and impunity 


ſimplify meaſures extremely, the 
5 prince had no need of much deli- 


beration to contrive a ſcheme for 


carrying off Zelica and aſſaſſinating 


Selim: but Oſmyn was too much 


beloved not to have notice given 


him of this project; he prevented 
the execution of it by retiring with 
his daughter and Selim to his go- 


/ 


vernment 


zu 
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vernment at Caboul, where it would 
not have been very ſafe to offer 
him any inſult. | 
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E Ra 8. 
| Magician of the Volcano. Hauſe of the 
ld woman. The ring. Promiſe of 


e Magician to. Malee. 


AL EE finding he had miſſed 
his blow, bethought himſelf 
of having recourſe to a magician 
| who had the reputation of perform- 
ing great prodigies. T he reader 
may remember the King Amurath, 
| ſurnamed 
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furnamed the Tyrant, of whom Se- 
lim made mention in the account 
of his travels. The magician was' 
the ſon of that king. 'A fairy was. 
his mother; he was called” the Mi. 

gician' of the Volcano, becauſe he 
had fixed his abode on the frightful 
tap of a "High © mountain near the 
mouth of x Volcan That enor- 
mous mouth roared and vomitted 
forth inffamed torrents of ſulphur 


and bitumen, which, precipitating 8 


with a hotrid- noiſe, formed channels 
of a yellow fluid that fireamed. 
from the ſnowy top of the hill and 
carried far with it terror and deſo- 
lation; Before you could © arrive at 
bY F 4 es this - 


| 
' 
| 


- 
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this mountain F there was a deſart 
to paſs through, at the end of which 
ſtood the houſe of an old fairy 


who was mother to the magician. 
If a perſon performed what ſhe en- 


joined, he received from her a ring 
that rendered the acceſs to the 
mountain eaſy, ſuſpended the fury 
of the Volcano, and made the bearer 


find favor in the eyes of the ma- 
gician. Malee ſet out for this place, 
traverſed the defart, and leaving his 
retinue at a little diſtance, went to 
the old fairy's houſe. 


de Ss her tag a. fort of hall, 
ſpinning 3 ſhe. ſat ſquatted on a mat- 
treſs. 


— 
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treſs. She was a little crooked wo- 
man with a bald head that peeped 
forth from under her ſhoulders which 
over: topped it. At the fight of 
Malee ſhe clapped her hands, and 
four ſlaves inſtantly appeared. En- 
vy. Hatred, Malice, and Revenge,” - 
(they were ſo called,) -* go,” faid 
the Fairy, “and fetch one of my. 


rings.” 


They obeyed. Then turning to 
Malee “ Prince,” ſaid ſhe, „. 
know what brings you here: love 


obliges you to haye recourſe to 
Charmer.“ | 


Es 46 1 have 


— 


p + EET: 
« have not the honor of know- 


| ing who en 1 beautiful an 


« He is my only child 1 by King 
"Amurath, whom, though a mortal, 
I condeſcended to eſpouſe. My ſon. 
is alſo called the 8 8 of the. 
Volcano.“ 
« May 1 hope for your intereſt, 
Madam?” faid Male, with a pro- 
6 8 found 9 88 85 8 
Les, yes, my ſweet prince; but 
there are indiſpenſible forms to go 
through before you can be poſſeſſed | 
_ $2 : 5 of 


| Fd 
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of it. You muſt firſt take an 2 
which I ſhall pda: to you,” | 


1 Oh; if that is all 1 hall ſoon 
have the ring, lovely ee I am: 


ready to Treg any Ange | | Fo 


I am glad to find ” fo tract· 
able; but as thoſe who are ready 

to ſwear they will perform what 
they do not Know, are inclined 
ſometimes to break their vows, 1 

muſt acquaint you, that whoever 

fails in their promiſts becomes ſub- 

ect. to my power; and as I do not: 
want wit to invent adequate 'puniſh- - 

ment, and have none of that dif - 

graceful. 


62 
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+ 1 
* 


graceful weakneſs, called humanity, 

1 would recommend to you to en- 
f quire into the nature of the Promiſe 
vou are to make ere you bind your- 
ſelf to perform my injunctions.“ 


This ſpeech checked the impa- 

tience of Malee; but as his malice 

was even ſuperior to his cowardice, 

be reſolved to hear at leaſt what 

was required of him. 

« Well then,” ſaid he, © let: us 

know what 7 we are to ſwear.“ 

5 That you will 1 life 

2 al the 90 in your power; and 
3 


— 
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as that power is. very extenſive, you 
will haye, opportunities hourly of do. 
ing miſchief.“ 


The eyes of Malee ſparkled with 
joy at this communication. Ah, 
charming fairy,“ ſaid he, you 
beſtow a favor inſtead: of ſetting me 
a taſk; you command me to follow 
my own inclinations; I ſwear by 
your charms, by my hopes of ob- 
taining what I i earneſtly. deſire, 
to perform ſtrictly every act of 
Arenen cruelty. no juſtice yo 
enjoin.“ 


— 


10 


The fry thought this bach 0 


- 


much 


wo. ” * N torr 
2 5 


much more binding than any other, 
that ſhe immediately prefented him 
win the ge 492%, 8 * 


Thus prepared for the purſuit 
of his journey, be artived without. 
any obſtacle at the top of the hill. 

There he found a negro, ſhock- 

ingly ugly, who was juſt' going to 
take his flight. in the air upon the 
back of a monſtrous black toad 

that had wings. This was the 
beautiful Adonis to whom his mo- 

ther had given the name of Charmer. | 
The prince, who did not ſee him 

with the eyes of a mother, had too 
| Iicle e to ſuppoſe this 
might 


f 
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might be Charmer; but the negro 

| advancing towards him: and taking 

the ring from him with an hideous. . 
ſmile—“ I am a. dutiful fon,” ſaid 

he. « My beauteous mama I ſee. 

favors you; I will ſerve you; re- 
turn to your palace; I” am going 
to pay a viſit to my Haram in 
China; © Tou are to know that 1 
keep Harams in different parts of 
the world, where I am adored by 
the handſomeſt women in the uni- 
verſe; but do you know: wy . 
love me ſo much?! 


% Not 1 faith,” muttered © the 
prince to himſelf. ay 
. 3 «. You - 


: 
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You think, 1 warrant 8 
continued the frightful Charmer,, 
„that it is for my beauty: that's 


a trifle, my friend; I drub them; 


I break their bones; and that is 
what they adore me for. Nothing 


will ſooner gain a woman's affections. 


Adieu. Return to my beauteous 
mama remember your vow z. and 
you-ſhall ſee me ſoon. again. 


J 


At theſe words cleaving the air 


N wich great rapidity, he n 
from the Prince s ſight. 


— - 


Malee deſeended ag hill; went to 


the uy; Naa again, met with a 


gracious. 


es! 9 . 
a 1 - 


— — — - > ww 
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is retinue, 


- 


dh 


1s palace. 
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| Apparition of the Fairy of Adverſity to. 
Selim; ſhe diſcovers to bin bis birth; 
reſolution be rakes upon it. Zelica 7 
dream. 


— 


a 


THILST Malee had taken 
this journey ther: had paſſed 


at Caboul ſomething very important, 
The wavy of Adverſity had ap- 
"ay _ peared. 


# 


* 
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peared to Selim, and en in ns 
following terms: bv Megs 
Selim, [af are the fon of So- 
lyman, whoſe throne the uſurper 
Mohammed this day poſſeſſes. 1 
have hirherto” concealed your birth 
from you that I might render 'you | 
worthy of it. 1 wiſhed that o 
ſhould be a man before you knew 
that you were a prince: but as' 
you now learn to whom you owe 
your birth, learn alſd bis hiſtory, 
and let it ſerve you for à leſſon. 
F had once been the friend of So- 
lyman he was indebted to me for 
many great qualities; but, after too 
I ſhore - 


We rn eienr 


ſhort a courſe of trials, when grown 
tranquil upon the throne, the Ge- 
nius of Pride and the Fairy of In- 
dolence ſoon made him forget me; 
they became his only counſellors, 
and were the occaſion. of his ruin. 
Pleaſures ſpoiled his reliſh for buſi- 
nels: the helm of government ap- 

peared too burdenſome to him, and 

he put it into the hands of Meſ- 

| rour, his head miniſter, T o do 
juſtice to Meſrour, he was à con- 
ſummate ſtateſman and an able ge- 
neral; he had done Solyman great 


aud ſignal ſervices, and would have 


continued faithful to him, if your 
father had not injured him in the 
A moſt 
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mlt cruel manner. Meſrour was 


married to a” very beautiful woman 
whom he paſſionately loved. Soly- 


man heard the charms of Zobeide 


(that was the name of Meſrour's 
wife) ſo highly extolled that he was 
deſirous to fee her; he became de- 


ſperately in love with her. Zobeide, j 


vain of ſuch 'a conqueſt, oppoſed 
no reſiſtance to the paſſion of her 
ſovereign, and Solyman took her 
into his ſeraglio without conſidering 


either what he owed his miniſter 


or what he had to fear from his 
reſentment, Meſrour, thus groſsly 


injured, diſſembled, formed a party, 
put himſelf at the head of it, forced 


the 


J 
5 ) 
| 
* 


in td 
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- the palace of W n 
your father and Zobeide, and, 
raiſing to the throne an illuſ- 
trious drixeller, gave the name of 
King to Mohammed; but was, in 

fact, king himſelf. All the princes 
of your blood were maſſacred; you 
would have ſhared their fate if I 
had not ſnatched you out of your 
cradle and carried you away to my 


illand. There I devoted myſelf to 


the care of your education; it is 
time that you ſhould. ſhew. - that 
you have profited by it. Oſmyn 
loves you; he is eſteemed by the 
people; the military in particular are 
attached to him; acquaint him with 

9 - your 
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your birth. A roſe which is marked 
on your right. arm, and which the 
. whole, kingdom Knows you had at 


your birth, will not permit him to 


doubt of it; join to it this / atteſt» 
ation from my hand. Adieu, prince. 
I will have no thanks for what is 
paſſed; as for the time to come, 
you have nothing but your on 
courage to truſt to. I have done 
all chat belonged to me, and now 


deliver e to ne | 


worry Ne wich thy . 
way gratitude, would have thrown 
himſelf at the feet of the fairy, 
but ſhe n His firſt emo- 


tion 


— 
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tion had been for her, his ſecond 
was for Zelica. He ran inſtantly to 
look for ber; with what joy Was 
it that he communicated to her 
what he had juſt learnt. Not that 
the throne was capable of dazzling 
him; he felt only the pleaſure of 
raiſing Zelica to it. This news 
added nothing to her ſentiments for 
im. 


— 


Tour heart,” faid ſhe to Selim, 
. all the throne I wiſh; with 
. you in a deſart 1 could think my- 
ſelf queen of the univerſe. But 


your virtues are made for a greater 
theatre; it is not for the happineſs 
NF | of 
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of Zelica alone that you ought to 
live; I could wiſh, for that of all 
mankind, that the whole earth was 
your empire.” 


Selim from thence went to ſeek 
Oſmyn. He ſhewed him the roſe 
on his arm, and preſented him 
the atteſtation of the Fairy. _ Of 
myn would have thrown himſelf 
at- his feet. Selim prevented him, 
and with a tender embrace deſired 
him to- continue ever his father, 
In a little- time Oſmyn had formed 
a party; ſeveral conſiderable chiefs en- 
tered into it with the troops they com- 
manded; Caboul was their place of 
Vor. I. G rendezvous, 
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rendezvous. When they wete aſſem- 
bled, the birth of Selim was diſcloſed 
to them: they were charmed to find 
their rightful ſovereign in a hero, 
whoſe - humanity was equal to his 
courage, and it was with the great- 
eſt marks of joy that they erg 
him Sultan. 4 ; Wo 


oſmyn judging that it was beſt 
to profit immediately of the ardor 
they teſtified in. the cauſe of Selim, 
publiſhed a manifeſto; after which 
they prepared to march en to 
the capital. 


On the eve of their departure, 
Selim 


* 
N 
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Selim looking for Zelica that he 
might take his leave of her, went 
down into the garden, and through 
an alley of myrtles, came to a 
bower in which he had been told 
ſhe was. The firſt object that 
ſtruck him was Zelica aſleep on a 
bed of moſs; her head reclined upon 
| her arm, the other arm was negli= 
gently extended at its length; her 


robe, looſely wrapped up round her, 


diſcovered at the bottom of it the 
prettieſt little foot in the world. 
Several locks of a ſilky gloſſy black 
fell upon her neck and formed a 
beautiful contraſt to its dazzling 


whiteneſs, Her eyes were cloſed, 
| G2 but 
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but her checks were animated with 
the livelieſt vermillion, and ſome tears 
that appeared on them looked like 
drops of dew on roſe leaves. How 
beautiful did ſhe appear to Selim! 
How paſſionately did his eyes fix 
on the lovelieſt mouth nature ever 
formed! With what ardor—=u=—if 
he had dared! But when we love 
to excels, the fear of offending thoſe 
we love is equally exceſſive. Hur- 
ried on however at length by his 
. tranſports, he was on the point of 
touching the lips of Zelica, when 
he perceived freſh tears ſtarting 
abundantly from - between the dou- 


ble row of her long eye laſhes, and 
e that 
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that her heightened colour and the 
quick palpitation of her heart, be- 


| trayed a cruel | agitation. At that 


inſtant Zelica waked, giving a loud 
cry, and looking 'at Selim wildly, 
ſhe rubbed her eyes as if ſhe 


wiſhed to ſatisfy herſelf that what 


ſhe ſaw was real. 


Ab, Selim,“ ſaid ſhe at length, 
„ what a dream have I juſt had. 
May Viſtnou avert the omen! Alas! 


I thought that after a long ſepara- 


tion you were reſtored to me, bur 


that a barbarian preſented. you with 


a poynard to plunge into my breaſt, 


and that upon your refuſal he had 
G „ deli- 
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delivered us both up to a hectic 
monſter - whoſe looks were even de- 
vouring ; the horror it gave me in 
- drawing near, awakened me.- Once - 
more I pray that this preſage may 
be a vain one; but lately I have 
been tormented with the moſt fright- 
ful dreams; the blackeſt pre-ſenti- 
ments fill my mind,” | 


6 Beautiful Zelica, ſaid Selim, 
« you fear becauſe you love; that 
it is which produces theſe cruel 
dreams that alarm you; and what 
better omen could I wiſh for me 
than the being beloved by you?“. 


.. 


* 
— 
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He then ſaid a great many things 
to diſſipate the impreſſion which the 
dream had made, but could not 
entirely efface it. He left Zelica 
in a ſtate of melancholy, in which 


he could not help participating, 


a” 
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CHAP, XI. 


Selim and O/myn - march towards the 


capital. The Magician of the Volcans 


repairs to Malte. Battle. 


* 


HE next day Selim and Oſmyn 
put themſelves at the head 
of their troops. The news of their 
march arrived at Lahor whilſt Ma- 


lee was re- entering it full of the 


hopes which had been given him 
| 6 by 
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by the Magician of the Volcano. 
The conſternation was extreme ; they 
had, it is true, an army to oppoſe 
to theſe rebels (ſo they called Se- 
lim and Oſmyn); but they had not 
a general, All the wondrous pretty: 
fellows of the court, who knew fo, 
well at table how to turn men of 
merit into ridicule, underſtood no- 
thing of fighting, and would have 
died at the thoughts of meeting the 
enemy. They employed then as 
uſual the laſt reſort, of calling from 
obſcurity an officer who paſſed for 
the moſt capable: in ſuch emergen-- 
cies favor is forced to. wave its 
Prerogative, and he was named ge- 
G 5 neral, 


> 
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neral under the orders of Malee. 
The two armies were ſoon in view 
of each other. Selim, willing to 
ſpare the effuſions of blood, ſent a 
propoſal to Malee to decide the 
conteſt by ſingle combat. Malee, 
who did not love fighting, put 
havghtineſs in the place of valdur, 
and gave for anſwer" that he ſhould 
not under. value himſelf ſo much as 
to engage with an adventurer. 
However, by the advice of the 
magician who came to his aſſiſt- 
ance on this occaſion, he corrupted, 
by a large ſum of money, one of 


the principal Chiefs of Selim's army; 
the battle was fought ſoon after: 
Selim 


8 


— — 
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Selim was on the point of gain- 
ing it, when the Chief who be- 


trayed him attacked the very troops 


he ſhould have ſuſtained; they gave 


way, and at that inſtant the magi- 


cian with his black wand three 
times ſtruck the earth, upon which 


a thick and dark vapour ſorung 


up, and from the midſt of it the 
ſoldiers of Selim ſaw a horrible 
ſpectre proceed, upon whoſe- front 
was written Terror. It ſeemed to 


grow every inſtant greater and greater, 
till at length it appeared to their 


eyes like a tower: whole batallions 
upon this turned their backs, and 
precipitately trampled upon one ano- 

ther. 
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ther. Oſmyn and Selim in vain 
uſed their utmoſt efforts to ſtop 
their flight. Oſmyn fell, pierced 
with wounds, at the feet of Selim; 
who now, like one actuated by de- 
ſpair, went to throw himſelf into 
the thickeſt of the enemy's battal- 
lions; but an inviſible hand turned 
aſide the head of his horſe, which 
carried him away, without his be- 
ing able to ſtop ad out of the 


: ** 


bo Adele; in compliance with his 
own, inclination as well as the in- 
junction of the Fairy, ordered that 
no, mercy. ſhould be ſhewn ;. all the 
priſoners. 
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priſoners © were put to. the ſword; 
after which he flew to Caboul; 
whither he was drawn by his deſire 
of having Zelica in his power. He 
did not however find her there, and 
he ſhould have thought he had loſt 
the ſweeteſt fruits of his victory, 
revenge, if the magician had not 
promiſed his aſſiſtance, 


A Fairy,” fays he, © protects 
Zelica; and I have no power over 
her, if 1 have not ſomething of her's 
that has ſerved to clothe her; and 
even then, ſhe muſt have given it 
me with her own free conſent; but 
all my art is vain if I cannot bring 


* 
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her to that.” He ſaid, and diſap- 
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CHAP. XI. 


What became of Zelica. 


* * 


ELIC A, upon the news of tage 
loſs of the battle and the approach 
of Malee to Caboul, made haſte to 
eſcape out of it. She would ſuffer 
none to accompany her in her flight, 
and ſhe ſoon got into a vaſt and 
wild foreſt. Here ſhe wandered for 
ſome time, agitated with a thouſand 
fears, 


036 nner 


fears, and not knowing which way to 
direct her ſteps; at length overcome 
with fatigue of body and mind, 
ſhe ſunk down at the foot of a cy- 
preſs-tree. Then it was ſhe repre- 
ſented to herſelf all the horrors of 
her ſituation. What was to become 
of her alone in a foreſt? She 
dreaded the meeting with wild beaſts; 
and yet more the meeting with men. 
Already night began to deepen. the 

duſky brown of the wood ſhade 
| into perfect black: a vague im- 
preſſion of fear completed the diſ- 
order of her imagination. She was 
giving way to the moſt diſmal 
ideas, when a monſter in a human 


form 


— 


OF ADVERSITY. 137 


form preſented himſelf before her; 
ſnakes formed a wreath round his 
head, and over-ſhadowed his face; 
his eyes, hollow and dim, ſeemed 
hurt even with the little day-light 
that was yet left in the ſky; his 
black eye-brows, horribly contracted, 


denounced a melancholy rage; his 


pale cheeks were covered” with black 
and livid ſpots; all his features were 
diſordered, all his motions con- 
vulſed. Zelica averted her eyes 
from him with horror; but which- 
ever way ſhe turned them ſhe till 
ſaw the monſter pointing at her a 
fixed and gloomy look. 


« Why 
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25 „% Why do you attempt to ſhun 
med at length ſaid he with a hoarſe 
and broken voice. Your. misfor- 
tunes are without remedy, and I am 
come to put an end to them.” 


With theſe words he breathed on 
her. At that moment life became 
odious to Zelica; ſhe-abhorred her 
exiſtence, and the monſter ſeemed 
leſs frightful to her. 


Give me your girdle,” reſumed 
he. I will make of it the inſtru- 
ment of your deliverance: a mo- 
ment of courage will preſerve you 
from an age of miſery.” 5 


Already 
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Already Zelica had looſened the 
fatal girdle, and the monſter, who 


was no other than the Magician 


of the Volcano, under the ſhape 
of Deſpair, was advancing to ſeize 
it; Zelica was falling into his power, 
when ſhe ſaw approach a winged 
boy of the moſt perfect beauty; 


his face had fome reſemblance to 


that of Selim. At the ſight of him 
the monſter fled. 


Beautiful Zelica,” ſaid the ce- 
leſtial boy to her, © what fury has 
ſeized you? would you renounce 
the happineſs I am preparing for 
you? can you forget that Selim 

| adores 
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adores you? he has not periſhed: 
you will ſee him again; and one 
day united, will enjoy together the 
"moſt perfect felicity.” 


As he ſaid this, he ſhook a torch 
which agg 
and with the other he put a ring 

on the finger of Zelica, which he 
- told her had the property to render 
her inviſible and to preſerve her 
from all enchantment, We _ ſhall 
| ſee hereafter what uſe Zelica made 
of it; but now return we to Selim, 
Whoſe horſe was running away with 
him, e 


in his right hand, 


i” | 
| CHAP. 
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e HN ATL. 
What became of Selim. 


FTER having rode a conſider- 

able way, Selim was juſt en- 
tering a narrow paſs amongſt ſome' 
hills when his horſe foundered un- 
der him. He was ſcarce diſengaged 
from the ſtirrups when he ſaw one 
of the enemy's horſemen approach, 


who had ae asu pecd, 
allured- 


9 
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allured by the hope of making fo 
important a capture, This man ran 
at him with his lifted ſabre, cry- 
ing out to him to ſurrender. Se- 
lim put himſelf on his defence, and 
avoiding the ſhock of the horſe by 
a ſide motion, raiſed his arm and 
plunged his ſabre into the ſide of his 
uſurper, who, after having ſtaggered 
a few moments on the ſaddle, fell 
lifeleſs at the prince's feet. - Selim, 
then quitting his own habit and ar- 
mour, which were bloody and bruiſed, 
took thoſe of the ſoldier and kept 
his way along the ſide of the hill. 
He walked a great while amongſt 
precipices, and a long chain of rocks, 

as. whoſe 
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whoſe enormous maſſes; ſcattered as 


it were by chance, and in fome 
places | heaped upon one another, 


ſeemed to threaten the ſkies with a 


new eſcalade; at length he ſtopped 
in a ſmall valley formed by a ſpace 
left by nature amongſt the rocks; 


the waters of a ſpring which iſſued 
from - them relieved his thirſt; he 
eat the fruit of a wild date tree, 
at the foot of which he reſted him - 


ſelf. Then it was that reſtored to 
himſelf (for in the tumult. of action, 
the mind, diſtracted by a number 


of objects, can, only have rapid 


emotions, and from feeling too many 


impreſſions at once feels none of 
them 
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them diſtinctly) reſtored, I ſay, to 
himſelf, he could not without hor- 
ror figure to himſelf the field of 
battle which he had left covered 
with ſo many brave men ſlain in 
his cauſe. The loſs of Oſmyn tore 
his heart. He paſſed the night in 
the valley, extended on the bed of 
affliction, rolling himſelf on the earth, 
and imagining every inſtant that he 
ſaw before him the pale and bloody 
apparition of his friend. Pardon, 
dear ſhade,” ſaid he, drowned in 
tears, * pardon Oſmyn, if 1 yet en- 
dure life; it is only to revenge 
thee.” 


To 
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To this grief was added a poig- 
nant concern for the fate of Zelica. 
He wandered two days amongſt the 
mountains, making them reſound 
with the complaints his anguiſn forced 
from him, and ſubſiſting only upon 
wild fruits. 


On the beginning of the third he 
ſaw before him a ſuperb palace. 
The prince approached it. and read 


the inſcription on the front of it in 
capital characters, which were formed 
by diamonds diſpoſed into letters, 
THE PALACE OF HOPE. It had been 
built by the Fairy of Imagination; 
the Genius of Deſire performed the 
Vor. I. H office 


26 (Twi vs: 


office of introductor, and Love and 
Conſtancy were every day expected 
at it to be united for ever. The 
prince, after having gone through 
ſeveral court yards, entered by a 
porch of green marble, into a ſa- 
loon Il covered with glaſſes in 
_ emerald frames. In the midſt of 
it was a throne alſo of emeralds, 
on which was ſeated: a young fairy. 
Inſtead of a wand, ſhe held in her 
hand a golden anchor; her coun- 
' tenance was open and engaging ; 
nothing could be more pleaſing and 
flattering than her ſmiles; her lively 
piercing eyes were ſtopped * by no 
obſtacle. The magic of her looks, of 
| | Wich 
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which ſhe herſelf knew not the power, 
drew near to her the remoteſt objects 
and cloathed them with the moſt 
agreeable forms and colours. At 
her preſence, cares and afflictions 
vaniſhed like the birds of the night 
at the riſing of the ſun. Her throne 
was ſurrounded by troops of chil- 
dren whoſe beauty was divine, and 


whoſe white downy wings were 


tipped at the extremities with a 


golden colour: they carried in their 


hands phials full of a liquor that 
was a ſovereign remedy for' all ills. 


One of them poured out ſome of 


this liquor into a cup made of a 
ſingle ruby, the fragrance of which 
H 2 embalmed 
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embalmed the whole ſaloon, and pre- 
ſented it to the prince; he drank, 
and the Fairy bid him caſt his eyes 
upon the next looking glaſs to him. 
He did ſo; and ſaw very diſtinctly, 
though in a remote perſpective, the 
throne of Lahor, Zelica Was ſeated 
with him upon it, and both were 
receiving the homage of the gran- 
dees and people. At that inſtant 
the whole vaniſhed ; the ſaloon, the 
- throne, and the Fairy, The prince 
found himſelf at the foot of a tree 
and- imagined he had juſt awakened 

out of a dream; yet he found him- 
ſelf greatly refreſhed and ſtrength- 
ened. Full of courage and confi- 
36 8 dence, 


* 
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dence, he reſumed his way, and after 
many adventures and dangers, he 
got at length to the Iſland of Friends, 
the reſidence of the Fairy of Ad- 


verſity, under whoſe care he had | 


been brought up. 
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CHAP. WV. 


\ 


- Embarkation of Selim. 


QELIM was extremely well re- 
ceived by the Fairy of Adver- 

fity, who overwhelmed him with 
joy by preſenting Oſmyn to him. 
One of his faithful ſlaves had borne 
him out of the field the night af- 
ter the battle: his wounds were not 


mortal. As ſoon as they were cured, 
he 


— 
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he had repaired to the Iſland of F riends, 
where he hoped to find the prince, 
or at leaſt to hear ſome tidings of 


him. n BY 


After Selim had held him a long 
while claſped to his breaſt, he ſought 
with his eyes for Zelica. Oſmyn 
underſtood their language; but with 


the deepeſt concern told him that 


he was unacquainted with her fate ; 
that he had hitherto found all en- 
quiries vain; all he could diſcover 


Was, that ſhe was not in Malee's 


power, 


My ſon,” faid the Fairy, © you 
| . will 
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will find her again; but J cannot 
inform you whether it will be for 
her happineſs and yours. At pre- 
| ſent, it muſt not be love that en- 
gages your attention; think only how 
you . may repair your defeat. It is 
to your courage that you muſt 
have recourſe; deſpair is the refuge 
of cowards; expedients are never 
wanting to ſuch as dare to ſeek 
them and to ſuffer, I cannot aſſiſt 
you but by my counſels; if you 
will hearken to them, you will ven- 
ture to go ſecretly to Lahor; there you 
will ſee your partizans, who are 
very numerous, and whilſt your pre- 
fence ſhall inflame their zeal, I will 
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find means for Oſmyn's proceeding 
to the Court of Candahar, where 
he may. folicit ſuccours. Go, my 


ſon, the veſſel is ready; haſte hence.“ 


It was not without a ſenſible grief 
that the prince and Oſmyn parted 


in the ſame inſtant, as it were, 
that had brought them together. 


H 5 CHAP, 
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CHAP. v. 


— 


| ; Ifland of Opinion. "Spettacles. Mountain 
of Truth. 


HE veſſel which carried the 
prince being in want of wa- 
ter, was obliged to put into the 
Iſland of Opinion, which lay in the 

way of its courſe. Selim went aſhore: 


the air of this ifland is covered with 
clouds; in the midſt of a vaſt plain 
ſtood, 
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ſtood a palace of an immenſe ſize; 
it had four different fronts turned 
reſpeively towards the four quar- 
ters of the globe: four wide avenues 
filled with crouds of people of all 
| forts and ranks, led to as many 
porticos, which, immenſely ſpacious. 
as they were, could not receive all 
thoſe who ſtrove for entrance, and 


were often carried in heaps upon 


one anothers ſhoulders. This pa- 
lace was the reſidence of a fairy,, 
— whoſe occupation was to diſtribute 
ſpectacles; her title was Queen of the 
World. She was ſeated on a throne: 
| ſupported by four ſheep, emblems. 
of all. the people who. paid homage: 

to 


156 THE PUPIL 


to her. Every one ſaw her of a 
different form, according to the ſpec- 
tacles they received from her; and 
of which ſhe had a prodigious ma- 
gazine. Theſe ſpectacles were not 
all the fame; though all agreed in 
having this property, that whoever 

ſaddled his noſe with them, imagined 
be had no ſuch thing upon it, and | 
that he made uſe only, of his own eyes. 


- 'Fhis illuſion was even carried ſo 


far that no one ſaw the ſpectacles 
on the noſe of. his neighbour pro- 
vided. they were of. the ſame make 
as thoſe. he wore himſelf; but if 
they were different, they then ſaw 
them very plainly; thoſe whoſe noſes 

0 were 
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were equipped with one ſort of ſpecta- 
cles, laughed at thoſe who had another 
fort. Theſe various orders of ſpec- 
tacles page different claſſes, who 
drove on in flocks like ſheep, each 
making a different echo in the pa- 
lace. Round its cornice there was 
placed a gallery, from the top of 


which the view of the whole uni- 


verſe preſented itſelf to every ſpec- 
tator through his ſpeftacles. The 
prince took a pair of them, put 
them on, forgot that he had them, 
went up to the gallery, and looked 
out for what was to be ſeen. He 
ſaw the populace of mankind like 
troops of dwarfs, over the heads of 

| whom 
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whom aroſe ſome giants who ap- 
peared to him/ to ſhine with extra- 
ordinary luſtre. The greateſt. of 
them, at the head of powerful ar- 
mies, ravaged that earth over which 
the hundred mouths of Fame re- 
ſounded the noiſe of their exploits. 
Here, upon heaps of ſmoaking ruins, 
ſome raiſed their thrones; others 
diffipated the ſhattered remains of 
them in ſtreams of blood. Some 
giants, of a ſtature leſs towering, held 
in their hands great golden ſcales, 
in which they weighed the intereſts 
of nations in one ſcale, but it was 


always the weight of their own per- 


ſonal intereſt in the other that pre- 
ponderated. 
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ponderated. Others ſpun refined 
webs of policy, in which whole conti- 
nents were - entangled; and all of 
them trod upon the necks, and 
bruiſed and cruſhed at pleaſure the 
heads of thoſe dwarfs who adored 
them -wath their faces . proſtrate. to 


the ground. The prince, uncon- 


ſcious that he had the Fairy's ſpec- 
tacles on his noſe, approved the 
worſhip that was paid them; he 
came down from the gallery daz- 
zled with the ſplendor of thrones, 
and taking for demi- gods thoſe 
giants of deſtroyers, of whom the 
univerſe was the victim. 


Upon 
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Upon his coming out of the pa- 
lace of the Fairy he obſerved a2 
very high mountain whoſe baſis 
was a rock. He aſked what that 
mountain was, whoſe ſummit over- 
topped the clouds. He was an- 


 ſwered, that there exiſted a: ſort of 


madmen, called philoſophers, who 
gave themſelves a great deal- of 
trouble to arrive at the top of it, 
and that they called it the Mountain 
of Truth: that they reported great 
wonders of it; but that they were 
' conſidered as a ſet: of old dreamers, 
the hearkening to whom was not 
very amuling. The prince; not- 
withſtanding this repreſentation, un- 

| dertook. 
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dertook to explore the height of 


it; but it was not without extreme 
fatigue that he climbed up the ſteep, 
and at length conquered its aſcent. 
At that inſtant the Fairy's ſpecta- 
cles dropped from his noſe, He 
found himſelf under a ſky clear 


and ſerene; and now caſting his 


eyes over the univerſe, he was ſur- 
priſed to ſee that the thrones which 
had appeared fo - ſplendid to him, 
were nothing but coloured clouds, 
pregnant with care and dulneſs, un- 
der the mantle of pleaſure and hap- 
. pineſs. Inſtead of the gigantic figures 
which had appeared to him ſo 
much exalted above the reſt of 

: their 
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their ſpecies, ſome by proje&iag, others 
by executing great things, he ſaw 
in them nothing more than great 
overgrowh children, who dreſſed in 
fools coats, with pudding caps, 
amuſed themſelves by forming bub- 


bles of froth that glittered for one 


inſtant, and burſt the next; whilſt 
others were building caſtles of cards 
which the leaſt puff of wind blew 
don. They were ſo buſied with 
this childiſh diverſion of theirs, 
that they did not notice a meagre, 
gaunt, hungry monſter, who was 
continually. on the ſnap for them, 


and in his rounds ſometimes fell 
ſuddenly upon them, ſometimes ap- 
| proached 
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proached them ſtep by ſtep, and 


always ended by devouring the caſ- 
tle and the child. Round theſe 
ſtood gazing in ſtupid admiration 
crouds of other old babies who were 
only ſimple ſpectators, and all of 
them with their noſes - ridden by 
the Fairy's ſpectacles. Yet the 
prince could at length make out, 


though thinly ſcattered, ſome men, 


whoſe outſides were extremely plain: 
theſe wore no ſpeCtacles, but made 


uſe of their own eyes; enraged at 


which diſtinction, whole troops of 
Mannikins perſecuted, hallooed, and 
treated them as peſts of ſociety, at 
which theſe men did not appear a 


zot 
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Jot moved. Some of them ſought 
only to get as faſt as was poſſible 
out of- the croud, others of them 
returned benefits for injuries, and 
even offering their hands in aid of 
thoſe filly, teſty little mortals, did 
what they could to fave them from 
| falls and contuſions; for which they 
were ſure to receive no other thanks 
than plenty of abnſe and being pelted 
with the very dirt out of which 
they endeayoured to take them, 
and in which they delighted to gro- 
vel. . 


The prince re-imbarked, not with- 
out 
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out making profound rellections 


on what he had beheld. He was 
penetrated to the heart with the 


incorrigible folly of men, and con- 
vinced of the emptineſs of all 
they hold ſo dear and great, eager 
as they appeared to him after other 
and not a whit more ſubſtantial 
toys than thoſe of which the glitter 
uſed to catch their eyes in child- 
hood. He pitied the ſtupidity of 
thoſe who admire ſuch as ought 
to be the objects of their ſcorn, 
or who eagerly purſue points, the 
carrying of which are ſure to pro- 


duce the puniſhment due to the 


having 
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having purſued them. | Undeceived 
then about falſe glory, he reſolved 
that if ever he ſhould aſcend the 
throne he would take care toebe the 
benefactor of mankind, and never 


the ſcourge of it. 5 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME, 


